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DAYS ARE COMING ! 
 
by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 

The End Times. In Greek this is called the eschaton. Some call it the end of 
history. Some call it the end of the world. Judaism's daughter religions each 
seem in their own way, to aspire necessarily to a Judgment Day scenario 
where the world will end after violent conflict and only those who are  
officially subscribed to the proper deity will earn their eternal reward. 
  
The concept of the end times, in Judaism, follows a sort of linear continuum 
from Creation on through to Revelation, and then, finally, to Redemption. 
Numbers 24:14 serves as the basic proof text in terms of providing a textual 
hint which prefigures an ultimate eschatological denouement. The 
term acharit hayamim is mentioned. It literally means, "the last days." While 
it may idiomatically mean "in days to come," the reader should know that in 
that case the text could have said bayamim habaim, which has a much less 
penultimate sounding quality. 
 
Of course when other religions reference the concept of a Day of Judgment, 
it specifically points to an end times scenario. The source of the idea of a 
Judgment Day is, of course, from Judaism's Yom HaDin, one of the five 
names for Rosh Hashana. On Yom HaDin all creation is judged, and we are 
to reflect on our own deeds, both good and bad, from the preceding year. 
From an annual event of human self reflection in Judaism, her daughter 
religions transformed it into a battle ground scenario between good and evil 
presaging a great final destruction. Even the pagan Norse mythology of  
Ragnarok suggests such a futuristic showdown of great conflagration and 
transformation. 
 
But in truth, Judaism points to a more prosaic, yet simultaneously transform-
ative resolution of cosmic tension. It envisions an era of human transfor-
mation centered on a reborn Jewish nation which defeats her enemies and 
shares the blessings of peace, scientific progress and liberal values which 
are based in our Torah.  So far we have witnessed the miraculous prophe-
sied ingathering of the remnants of the Jewish People in the Land of Israel. 
So far we have seen the rebirth of Hebrew as a living tongue. So far we have 
seen the miraculous victories of Israel in 1948 and 1967, each time overcom-
ing the greatest of odds for survival. And now today... 
 
No one can deny that Radical Islam is the source of 90% of global conflict in 
today's world. Only the complete and utter destruction of Iran and her  
radical proxies and fellow Islamist travelers which long for a world of chaos 
can defeat radical Islam.  Only with a crushing and devastating decapitation 
can the adherents of Radical Islam come to understand that Allah has  
abandoned them, and that Israel is here to stay and that Israel offers the 
world great blessings with which to bless all humanity.  Only then will there 
be peace in the world. Only then will terrorism cease. Only then will the  
eschaton be understood not as the end of the world per se, but the end of 
the world as we know it, a gateway to a new phase of human transfomation. 
Indeed, we should mark well the Abrahamic prophesy of Genesis 12:3, to 
wit, " I will bless those who bless you, and those who curse you I shall 
curse, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed through you." 
 
©2016 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 

  

July marks the beginning of another term in office as the President of Temple Israel of the Poconos. I ask 
myself what exactly that means in the scheme of things. I acknowledge that I wanted to serve as President 
because I wanted to try to make a difference in the life of this synagogue. Temple Israel is the only full time 
synagogue in this area. As such its building provides a place where Jewish life cycle events can be  
observed and its full time rabbi can serve as the spiritual leader for its congregants as well as for  
individuals who need a rabbi at particular times in their lives. Temple Israel represents the face of the  
Jewish community in the non-Jewish communal world. It also represents Israel and the Jewish people. All  
of this validates the worth of this synagogue. I believed then as I believe now that this should be enough to 
motivate us to work together to stabilize and grow Temple Israel and that this should make us care enough 
about being Jewish to increase membership and also attendance at services. This is what I wanted to try to 
do when I became your President. It is what I still hope to do. 

What exactly have we accomplished so far? I say we because I could have done nothing without the support 
of my Board and my congregation. We have better attendance at our Shabbat services and Minyans most 
Shabbat mornings. We have reinstated our annual Seder as well as periodic Erev Shabbat dinners and  
instituted new Lunch and Learn programs with the Rabbi on Shavuot and Pesach. We have more sponsored 
Shabbat Kiddush Luncheons and also a few more sponsored Friday night Oneg Shabbats. We have  
eliminated our structured dues schedule and replaced it with a modest Affiliation Fee and we have made 
Hebrew School free for the children and grandchildren of members.  

What have we not accomplished? We seldom have a Minyan at our Friday night Shabbat Services. Some 
Shabbat mornings we do not have a Minyan early enough to be able to say the multiple Kaddish prayers 
and to take out the Torah. Services start at 9:30 AM but if we do not have our Minyan before 10 AM we  
cannot say the earlier Kaddish prayers and we cannot read from the Torah. I am sincerely grateful that  
some of our members make a concerted effort to come early when a Yahrzeit/Kaddish Minyan is requested 
for an individual. But by not having a Minyan on time on Shabbat mornings others saying Kaddish or  
observing Yahrzeit are deprived of the possibility of saying the prayers. We sometimes fail to make a Minyan 
on the first and/or second days of Shavuot, Pesach and Succot, thereby eliminating the reading of the Torah 
and the saying of Yizkor. We have not brought in new people to join our synagogue or children for our  
Hebrew School. While I believe that we like our synagogue and we believe that it should exist I do not think 
that enough of us really love it sufficiently to give up time from our secular lives to attend services, to keep 
the practices of traditional Judaism alive, to commemorate the Holocaust and to support Israel. And I will 
add to this list to help out at events. 

I must say what I think and what I believe. This is who I am and how I live my Jewish communal life. I  
speak for Judaism, for Israel and for the Jewish People. Why would I not speak for this synagogue which I 
truly love? It is not Temple Israel which is in peril since the building is secure due to the beneficence of 
Lester Abeloff, z”l.  

But if we do not act and act soon to grow this synagogue it is Judaism which will be in peril as will be the  
future of the Jewish people and Israel. I do not believe that there are no Jews up here to invite to join us  
for services and as members. I believe that there are “unaffiliated” Jews who like to be semi-invisible, who 
identify themselves as ”cultural Jews” and who are so secular that they barely remember what it means to 
live as Jews. And I believe that some of us who truly “like” Temple Israel just do not care enough to come to 
services let alone to seek out others.  

I need to address these issues and we need to find the way to answer them. 

Sandra 

 

 



Page 4                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 622 

 

DIVINE COMMUNICATION 
                       By Norman Gelber 

In an early scene in Shakespeare’s tragedy, Hamlet, the brooding  
protagonist who has just experienced a traumatic visit and story from  
his slain father’s ghost, says to his loyal friend, Horatio, "There are more 
things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamed of in your  
Philosophy." Hamlet cannot be referring merely to the belief in the  
existence of human souls after death, for that belief was already an  
integral part of the Roman Catholic religion. So what "things in heaven 
and earth" could Hamlet have had in mind? 

Whatever the answer, it probably refers to matters beyond the scope of the known  
philosophy and theology prevailing at that time. I suggest that it concerned the  
extraordinary event that Hamlet had recently experienced– the visitation and story of his 
father’s ghost – that prompted him to refer to the mysteries that exist beyond the scope of 
philosophy or a university education. 
 
The Torah is our primary source of information on this subject. In the Torah we learn that 
God speaks to Adam and Eve, to the Patriarchs, to Moses, to King David, to his son Solomon, 
and to His prophets. We speak to God in our prayers to Him, in our belief and faith in Him, 
and in our obedience to His commandments. The point is that communication between God 
and human beings may be in words or in the context of a seeming miraculous event. The  
Exodus, the division of the Red Sea, the giving of the Ten Commandments, the trek of the  
Israelites through the Wilderness to Canaan, the survival of the children of Israel despite    
enemy occupation, many years of exile and dispersion, attest to Divine intercession in  
behalf of His "Chosen People." In other words, these miraculous events do not need spoken 
words to assure the Israelites of Divine protection.  Just as a picture is said to be worth a 
thousand words, so can meaningful events convey a message: if we take the time and make 
the effort to search for one. 

Despite these modes of Divine communication, we are rarely aware of them today because 
of our busy involvement in the practical concerns of daily living. Besides, we tend to be 
skeptical and wary about experiences that we cannot weigh, measure, or actually perceive. 
Yet I believe that "God works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform," and that He  
communicates with us in non-verbal ways. For example, I have discovered that spending 
many weeks in the hospital and in rehabilitation was a blessing in disguise, for it gave me 
the opportunity to meditate on what seemed to be adverse experiences and to find their  
unexpected advantages. 

The Biblical story of Joseph provides an instructive example of God’s communicating with 
man by means of a prophetic dream-vision. When Joseph reveals his dream that he will  
become the leader of his family, his father Jacob and his envious brothers believe that his 
dream foretells the future. Their belief is vindicated when the story ends with Joseph’s  
becoming the Pharaoh’s overseer as a reward for his foreknowledge and advice on how to 
adapt to the impending seven years of drought that Egypt will suffer. 

Most people today would probably describe a prophetic dream-vision as just anecdotal,  
nothing more than a personal experience or coincidence. Thus far, direct Divine  
communication with humans cannot be empirically proved or disproved! 



Page 5                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 622 

 

 Congratulations to our newly installed officers 

For the year 2016 — 2017 

 

 PRESIDENT    Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 

 1st VICE PRESIDENT   Bernie Driller 

 2nd VICE PRESIDENT   Lois LaBarca 

 SECRETARY    Barbara Rosenberg 

 TREASURER    Norman Rabinowitz 

 ASST. TREASURER   Herb Rosen  

 SITTING PAST PRESIDENT  Suzanne Tremper 

  

 3 YR. TRUSTEE    Art Glantz 

 2 YR. TRUSTEE    David Rosenberg 
       Mark Entenberg 
       Barry Tremper 

 1 YR. TRUSTEE    Ivan Margolies 
       Mitchell Marcus 

 

 

   Please support these new officers. 
 
 If you have any suggestions for the betterment of our  
  temple, please feel free to contact them. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATIONS: 

 

 

General Donations:  Mel Kaplan, Art Glantz, Robert Porcelain 

 

Yahrzeit Donations:   

 From Dolores Cohen in memory of Caroline Rosenzweig, 
  Sadye Rosenzweig and Robert Dean Cohen 

Please be aware that scheduling difference create a one month reporting lag.  
The donations listed above were recorded in May. 

 

We do our best to ensure that every donation is recognized in a timely manner.   
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Please be aware that the High Holidays begin this year on 
Sunday, October 2, 2016 and consume a large portion of 

the month of October.  
 

The schedule for Yom Tov services will be printed in upcoming 
newsletters. 

 
In an upcoming newsletter you will also find the schedule 

for High Holiday meals which are a tradition at  
Temple Israel.  Please be sure to return your reservation form 

(and accompanying check) to reserve your place. 
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Dear Rabbi, 
 
Is it really true that in Judaism someone who commits suicide may not be buried in a Jewish 
cemetery? 

 
Thank you, 
Need to Know 
 
*************************************************************** 
 
Dear N2K, 
 
Not true. Here's why.... 
 
No one in their proper state of mind would ever commit suicide. It goes against nature. The 
survival instinct is encoded in the DNA of all Creation. 
 
Only someone who is driven by various circumstances would even contemplate suicide, be  
it depression, fear, shame, or mental illness. Judaism understands these scenarios as if a  
person no longer had free choice. Free choice in Hebrew is called bechirat chofshi, and is a 
central pillar of Jewish thought and legal jurisprudence. 
 
Judaism understands each soul as having a mission to accomplish in this world. Like a  
soldier in combat, the soul may not abandon his duty. He may not defect and go AWOL. He 
must stand his ground and go forward with the mission despite any and all obstacles thrown 
in his path by the enemy forces, known variably as the yetzer hara (evil inclination)  in  
Hebrew, or the sitra achra (the other side/realm of evil) in Aramaic. 
 
Suicide is always understood as a coercive act, made under some form of duress which  
removes the purity of free agency.  Thus someone who took his own life is invariably  
understood in Jewish law to have not been acting at the time as a free agent, in that he  
had an externally driven compulsion which had coerced him to act against his will. So not 
having been a completely free agent at the time of his death, he is thus given the benefit  
of the doubt. 
 
©2016 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman  
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If you are  celebrating a milestone year, whether it 
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so 
others may celebrate with you. 
 
Contact:  Suzanne Tremper 
588-6148 or grand6ma@ptd.net 

July Birthdays 

July 01 Shawna Blake 

July 02 Marcie Rabinowitz 
Marilyn Hertz 
 

July 05 Michele Mann 

July 09 Jacob Speicher 

July 13 Russell Bear 
Donna Waite 
 

July 14 Sandy Magnes 
Darryl Speicher 
 

July 18 MaryJane Newman 
Suzanne Tremper 
Esther Graves 
June Farber 

July 19 Barth Rubin 

July 27 Maura Bear 

July 31 Myra Trumpaitzky 

July Anniversaries 
July 22 Howard & Marlena Magnes 
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July Yahrzeit List 

July 2 Sivan 26 Abraham Levine 
Sadie Driller 

July 3 Sivan 27 Richard Alan Goldman 
Meyer Solomon 

July 4 Sivan 28 Jack Joseph 

July 6 Sivan 30 Mollie Gelber 
Irving Shevrin 
Irving Karpe 

July 7 Tammuz 01 Bessie Yudelson 

July 9 Tammuz 03 Ada Block 
Eli Getz 
Jules Goldberg 
Samuel Caplan 
Eugene Irving Iskowitz 

July 10 Tammuz 04 Brenda Howitt Tucker 
July 13 Tammuz 07 Max Eisemann 

Leo Yudelson 
Pearl Weinberg 

July 15 Tammuz 09 Esther Martin 
Richard Podhajny 

July 16 Tammuz 10 Beatrice Rosenberg 
Noah D. Lambert 
Nathan Goldstein 

July 17 Tammuz 11 Marvin Schwartz 
Jacob Silverman 
Esther Melman 
Jay Effross 

July 18 Tammuz 12 Anna Hurwitz 
Louis Sperling 

July 19 Tammuz 13 Benjamin Chamock 

July 20 Tammuz 14 Sophie Rosenston 

July 21 Tammuz 15 George Binder 
Robert Goldman 

July 22 Tammuz 16 Jack Cahn 
July 24 Tammuz 18 Nathan Ptashkin 

Ben Rosenblum 
July 25 Tammuz 19 Bessie Greenberg 

July 26 Tammuz 20 Abe Rosenston 
Michael Schecter 
Anna Katz 

July 28 Tammuz 22 Jack Brody 
Joseph Blassberg 
Leo Goldberg 

July 30 Tammuz 24 Bessie Pollack 

July 31 Tammuz 25 Elizabeth Malbin 
Harry Edelstein 
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August 2 Tammuz 27 Irene Rothstein 
Dora Hertz 
Israel Melman 
Irving Parnes 

August 3 Tammuz 28 Yetta Elisweig 
Larry Schneider 

August 4 Tammuz 29 Samuel Barton 

August 5 Av 01 Ida Binder 
Manus Rabinowitz 

August 6 Av 02 Ann  Odzer Weisbrot 
Charles Manley 

August 7 Av 03 Rebecca Sommer 
Raphel Max Reader 

August 8 Av 04 Abraham Klein 
Dorothy Helman 

August 9 Av 05 Louis Zubow 
Mary Goldstein 
Freida Soloman 
Robert Levokove 

August 11 Av 07 Rubin Binder 

August 13 Av 09 Samuel Rubin 
Lester Abeloff 

August 14 Av 10 Rebecca Soler 

August 16 Av 12 Rose Wilkins 
Frederick Starr 
Louis Silverman 

August  Yahrzeit List 

August 17 Av 13 Dr. Seymour Pollan 
Louis Cohen 

August 21 Av 17 Clementine Abeloff 

August 22 Av 18 Herman Schwartz 
Charles Schaffer 

August 23 Av 19 Rita E. Katz 
Sadie Effross 
Abram Richmond 

August 25 Av 21 Jennie Goldman 

August 26 Av 22 Leonard Grey 

August 27 Av 23 Lester Brown 
Annie Sperling 
Jennie Cohen 

August 28 Av 24 Phillip Costanza 
Leon J. Koster 

August 29 Av 25 Phyllis Abramson 
Alvin Mandel 
Harry Heller 
Jerome Karver 

August 30 Av 26 Harry Sagofsky 
Ruth Gittleman 
Leonard H. Berman 

August 31 Av 27 Norman L. Garber 
Diane Greenfield 
Kurt Wimer 

Yahrzeit candles are lit on the evening prior to the date listed. 

If the Yahrzeit falls on Shabbat be sure to light the candle before lighting 
the Shabbat candles. 
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN  
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 

 

YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE  
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE..... 

 TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS  
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES 

SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS 
    

Friday Night Oneg: $75 
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot  
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages. 
  
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125 
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits 
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk, 
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages. 
 

Each package is priced for 25 people.    
  

 Other special request items (including lox) are available upon 
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design 
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more 

information contact:  Lois LaBarca at 421-6103   
 

Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons must be arranged at least 2 weeks before the requested date.  
Dates must be given to Lois by phone or email and NOT during or following Shabbat Services. 
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WE  ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE 
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING... 

 

SEND WARM THOUGHTS 
Give Suzanne Tremper a call at 588-6148 or e-mail her at grand6ma@ptd.net and let 

someone know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, 
Suzanne will send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or 

Condolences.   A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well.  When you call, please leave all the 
information needed. 

 

TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS 
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or 

any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a 
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members. 

Contact Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148. 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.” 

Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.  
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net 

Honor or Remember Someone Special 
with a Bookplate 

 

 A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the 
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening 
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer 
book which is used on the High Holidays.  
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday, 
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you 
want to note for a relative or friend.  You can also 
place a dedication in someone’s memory.  A 
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion 
will be inserted.  The minimum donation is $50.   

                         Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net. 

Do you need a  Mi Sheberach Recited? 
 

 When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone 
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message  

on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers  
will be included in our services. 
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..  

we offer you a challenge! 
 

We need everyone to help with this.  Surely you know individuals and  
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.   

Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!    
 

 
If every family brings in one individual or family,  

think of the possibilities! 
 
 

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,  
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize.  You’ll make new friends 

and assist us in enlarging our family. 
 

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!! 
 

 For information please contact: 
 

Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 
223-7062 

sanalfonsi@aol.com 
 
 

or Temple Israel 421-8781  

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call. 
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Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad here. 

NEW NUMBER: 570-977-0134 

 



All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.   

Please submit all articles for consideration to: 

Barbara Rosenberg 

570-894-4537 or barb74@ptd.net 

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF  YOUR NEWSLETTER: 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER:  JULY 21 

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street 
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and  

Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 621 July 2016 published  
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,  
Stroudsburg, PA  18360.  (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.   
 
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg, 
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net. 
 
Now on the web at:  www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org 


